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Provenance Management of Cultural Heritage

DESCRIPTION

Having reliable measurements for artefacts is essential for their identification and provenance.
Measurements provide absolute dimensional data, and can be obtained by using rulers, or
tape measures. This practice directly ensures the reliability and dimensional accuracy of the
digital record, providing essential information for LEAs on how to measure cultural goods and
send reliable data to cultural heritage experts.

IDEAL SCENARIO

Ensure that the object is clean before measuring. Use orthographic projections (plan and
elevations) to established a unit of measurement (e.g., cm) and its physical quantity (e.g.,
length). Measure the furthest extents of the objects, which is your measurement. When
photographing, use a high-precision, calibrated scale bar (e.g., IFRAO scale) to provide a

visual record with scales.
-

A

Figure: LEA measuring CG (courtesy of KMKG)
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TIPS

Do Don’t

- Include a scale bar for size - Don’t move the scale bar during
reference. photography sessions.

- Assess the object before measuring. - Don't wuse different units of

- Place the scale on the same plane as measurement and stay consistent.
the object to avoid perspectival - Don’t place the scale over the object
distortion. and ensure you have an

unobstructed image of the artefact.
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